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Not surprisingly, therefore, 
the Washington S pecia l Action 

Group* *. headed By Henry’ A. 

Btfssmger, deliberated this week 
not about extreme possibilities 
but about ways of preserving 
Vietnamizalion by the only 
left to presence it — name- 
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own instincts! Yet all along lie 
knew that such a course would 
demand energy on the part of 
the South Vietnamese, patience 
on the part of the public and 
caution on the part of the 
enemy. 

It would, in short, require 
the purchase of increments of 
time to see him through Elec- 
tion Day, and what troubles the 
White House now is that the 
North Vietnamese may have 
determined to stop the clock. 

If this reasoning is accurate, 
and if Hanoi is successful in 
keeping the war on Page 1 
for months to come, the cam- 
paign may yield an interesting 
and (to Republicans) discourag- 
ing symmetry. 


For Mr. Niixon may find 
himself campaigning in the fall 
not as the bold voyager to Pe- 
king and Moscow, or as the 
architect of world stability — a 
role he would very much like 
to play — but as the defender 
of the same commitment that 
unhinged the Democrats four 
years ago. 


